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NASW-IL Awards SIU Program Director with 2026 Lifetime Achievement
Award

Three Illinois social workers recognized whose work reflects the aims of their profession: to uplift,
defend, and transform.

Carbondale, IL—The National Association of Social Workers, Illinois Chapter (NASW-IL) today announced
the recipients of the 2026 NASW-Illinois Chapter Social Work Awards. The awards will be presented on
Friday, November 13, 2026, at the chapter’s quarterly leadership council meeting.

Established as an honor to give recognition to Illinois social workers and citizens whose work support and
uphold the prime mission of the social work profession—to enhance human well-being, meet the basic
human needs of all people, and put special attention on the needs and empowerment of people are
vulnerable, oppressed and living in poverty. This year’s awardees were selected based on their achievements
and its impact on the individuals, families, and communities they serve.

One of this year’s honorees is Joseph J. Harper, MBA, LCSW, DCSW, ACSW (he/him), recipient of the 2026
NASW-Illinois Chapter Statewide Lifetime Achievement Award. Harper is currently a member of the
faculty of Southern Illinois University-Carbondale where he serves as director of the undergraduate social
work program. He has been a long-term member of the National Association of Social Workers and
previously served as NASW-Illinois Chapter First Vice-President; he also served as chair of the chapter’s
Political Action Committee (PAC), the NASW-IL Metro East St. Louis District Chair, and has represented
[llinois in past NASW Delegate Assemblies. Harper is a member of the clinical examination committee with
the Association of Social Work Boards.

In support of their nomination of Harper, longtime colleague Deborah Humphrey, executive director of the
Mental Health Board wrote: “Joe’s enduring commitment to social work is more than a profession—it is a
reflection of deeply held personal values. Throughout his career, he has devoted himself to serving others,
advancing the field, and strengthening the systems that support vulnerable individuals and families. He
consistently demonstrates the core values of social work: dignity and worth of every person, service, social
justice, integrity, and professional competence.”

The NASW-Illinois Chapter celebrates Joe Harper and all of this year’s honorees whose leadership,
compassion, and advocacy strengthen the social work profession and the communities they serve.

Joseph Harper is one of three statewide awardees recognized by the chapter this year. To learn more about
all 2026 award recipients, visit https://www.naswil.org/chapter-awards, or contact NASW-IL Executive
Director Joel Rubin at jrubin.naswil@socialworkers.org.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) is the largest membership organization of professional social workers in the
world. The NASW-Illinois Chapter is one of the association's largest chapters and advocates for over 20,000 social workers in Illinois
alone. NASW strives to advance social work careers, grow social work businesses, and protect the profession while seeking to also
enhance the well-being of individuals, families, and communities through advocacy.



