
Support House Bill 4797

 
Sponsored by Representative Lindsey LaPointe and Senator Karina Villa

 
Issue: Without legislative action from the Illinois General Assembly, temporary visitors to Illinois and
nonresident university/college students will not be allowed to continue telehealth mental health services with
their established therapist social worker.

House Bill 4797 addresses this issue by making a limited exception for visitors and nonresident students who
have a pre-existing therapeutic relationship with a provider to continue receiving telehealth mental health
services, thus preventing an interruption in patient services so that they may continue to receive the support
they need while visiting Illinois or attending an Illinois university/college. 

 

Current telehealth law requires clinicians to be licensed in the state where the client is physically located at
the time of care, not where they reside. As such, visitors to Illinois would not be able to continue their
mental health care via telehealth while temporarily in Illinois. This law creates a limited exception allowing
continuity of care. 
This bill requires a temporary visitor to Illinois to have a pre-existing therapeutic relationship with a
licensed social worker in their resident state. 
This bill will allow a nonresident of Illinois to seek services no more than 5 days in one month or no more
than 15 days in one calendar year while physically in Illinois. 
This bill would allow nonresident college students with an established therapeutic relationship with a social
worker who is licensed in their resident state to continue to receive telehealth therapy while the student is
enrolled in college in Illinois. 
The bill does not create any additional cost or burden to the state or the department as it creates a limited
exception to the Social Work Practice Act regarding practicing without a state license. 
The bill is modeled after similar language in Indiana that allows Illinois licensed social workers to see
Illinois residents visiting Indiana on a temporary basis. 
The bill passed the Illinois House 104–0. 

House Bill 4797:

For questions, contact Kyle Hillman at the National Association of Social Workers,
Illinois Chapter, khillman.naswil@socialworkers.org, 312.435.2100


