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Mental Health Advocate Awarded Emerging Leader Award 

 
CHICAGO, IL—Social workers are essential to community well-being. As practitioners, social workers are 
trained to help people address personal and systemic barriers to optimal living. They are employed to 
effect positive change with individuals, families, groups, and entire communities. In continuation of this 
year’s National Professional Social Work Month theme, “Social Workers Are Essential,” the National 
Association of Social Workers, Illinois Chapter (NASW-IL) is honoring the work of some exceptional 
Illinois social workers and individuals of every generation, whose work promotes social justice and social 
change with and on behalf of the people and clients they serve.  
 
One such exemplary Illinois social worker being honored this year is 2021 NASW-Illinois Chapter 
Statewide Emerging Leader awardee Nathaniel Bossick. Nathaniel Bossick (MSW, Tulane University; 
LCSW) is strategic project administrator for the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) 
which is dedicated to improving the administration of criminal justice in Illinois. Since joining ICJIA, he 
has worked on incorporating a social work lens into grant management and grant making to better 
benefit the most vulnerable persons living in Illinois. He currently serves on the board of National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Illinois where he incorporates his knowledge and voice to enhance 
services, access to housing, and other supports for person's living with mental illness in the entire part of 
Illinois.  
 
Throughout his career, Nathaniel has had a passion for working with chronically homeless individuals 
living with persistent and severe mental illness. Prior to coming to Illinois, Nathaniel lived in New 
Orleans where he worked to develop a low-barrier transitional housing program for chronically 
homeless women and transwomen living with persistent and severe mental illness and/or substance use 
disorders. He was recognized by New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu in honor of his service helping the 
city of New Orleans end veteran homelessness. 
 
The NASW-Illinois Chapter is proud of the work of Nathaniel and others like him who work every day to 
effect positive changes in their communities and beyond. Nathaniel is one of four individuals being 
honored as this year’s NASW-Illinois Chapter Statewide Awardees. To learn more about the other 
statewide awardees, please visit the NASW-Illinois Chapter website (www.naswil.org) or contact Joel L. 
Rubin, executive director, at jrubin.naswil@socialworkers.org.  

 
The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) is the largest membership organization of professional social workers in the 

world. The NASW-Illinois Chapter is one of the association's largest chapters and advocates for over 20,000 social workers in 
Illinois alone. NASW strives to advance social work careers, grow social work businesses, and protect the profession while seeking 

to also enhance the well-being of individuals, families, and communities through advocacy. 


