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IL Housing Advocate Leader Awarded Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
OAK PARK, IL—Social workers are essential to community well-being. As practitioners, social workers are trained 
to help people address personal and systemic barriers to optimal living. They are employed to effect positive 
change with individuals, families, groups, and entire communities. In continuation of this year’s National 
Professional Social Work Month theme, “Social Workers Are Essential,” the National Association of Social Workers, 
Illinois Chapter (NASW-IL) is honoring the work of some exceptional Illinois social workers and individuals of 
every generation, whose work promotes social justice and social change with and on behalf of the people and 
clients they serve.  
 
One such exemplary Illinois social worker being honored this year is 2021 NASW-Illinois Chapter Statewide 
Lifetime Achievement Award recipient Andrew C. Teitelman. Andrew C. Teitelman (MA, The University of Chicago; 
LCSW, ACSW) began his social work career at Metropolitan Family Services in 1975 where he served as clinician, 
supervisor, and program director. He served in a number of roles within the agency, culminating in his role as 
executive vice president. In 2003, he transitioned to the Chicago House Authority (CHA) as deputy managing 
director of resident services. He is credited with many accomplishments that directly supported the quality of life 
and opportunity for residents. In 2008, he became vice president of resident services at CHA. He established 
partnerships with major utilities to launch the “All Clear” program assisted public housing residents to clear their 
utility bills by matching their payments. In six years, 23,000 residents cleared more than $3 million of debt.  
 
In his final role at CHA as director of senior services from 2013 until his retirement in 2018, Andrew was 
responsible for assisting nearly 11,000 senior households with services and activities to help seniors age in place. 
He was also responsible for overseeing more than 60 health partnerships focused on improving resident access to 
services and address critical health needs of all residents.  
 
In support of their nomination, colleague Kathryn Conley Wehrmann, PhD, LCSW, and past National NASW 
President wrote: “[Andrew] has invested his career in bringing principled leadership informed by his education as 
a social worker to both non-profit and government roles. He has honed his expertise through experience in field 
operations, program development and management, strategic planning, fund raising, and collaborative initiatives. 
The people of Chicago have certainly benefitted from all of his efforts.”  
 
The NASW-Illinois Chapter is proud of the work of Andrew Teitelman and others like him who work every day to 
effect positive changes in their communities and beyond. Andrew is one of four individuals being honored as this 
year’s NASW-Illinois Chapter Statewide Awardees. To learn more about the other statewide awardees, please visit 
the NASW-Illinois Chapter website (www.naswil.org) or contact Joel L. Rubin, executive director, at 
jrubin.naswil@socialworkers.org.  

 
The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) is the largest membership organization of professional social workers in the 

world. The NASW-Illinois Chapter is one of the association's largest chapters and advocates for over 20,000 social workers in 
Illinois alone. NASW strives to advance social work careers, grow social work businesses, and protect the profession while seeking 

to also enhance the well-being of individuals, families, and communities through advocacy. 


