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NASW-IL Names Homelessness Advocate 2026 Social Worker of the Year

Three Illinois social workers recognized whose work reflects the aims of their profession: to uplift,
defend, and transform.

La Grange, IL—The National Association of Social Workers, Illinois Chapter (NASW-IL) today announced the
recipients of the 2026 NASW-Illinois Chapter Social Work Awards. The awards will be presented on Friday,
November 13, 2026, at the chapter’s quarterly leadership council meeting.

Established as an honor to give recognition to Illinois social workers and citizens whose work support and
uphold the prime mission of the social work profession—to enhance human well-being, meet the basic
human needs of all people, and put special attention on the needs and empowerment of people are
vulnerable, oppressed and living in poverty. This year’s awardees were selected based on their achievements
and its impact on the individuals, families, and communities they serve.

One of this year’s honorees is Shannon Goold, LCSW (she/her), recipient of the 2026 NASW-Illinois
Chapter Statewide Social Worker of the Year Award. Goold, a graduate of Washington University (MSW,
2010), brings more than 15 years of experience in housing stabilization and mental health services. As chief
program officer at BEDS Plus, a member agency of the Suburban Cook County Continuum of Care for
homeless services, she leads a team supporting nearly 6,000 individuals and families experiencing
homelessness and housing instability each year. Shannon’s work reflects the heart of social work: turning
compassion into action, creating opportunity, and helping people build lives of stability and dignity.

In support of their nomination of Goold, colleague Terri Rivera, Director of Philanthropy at BEDS Plus, wrote:
“Shannon has transformed the agency’s capacity to respond to homelessness and housing instability while
keeping social work values at the center of its growth.... Shannon’s greatest strength—and at times, her
greatest challenge—has been her unwavering commitment to doing what is right for clients and upholding
the integrity of social work practice, even when it requires making tough decisions or challenging the status

»

quo.

The NASW-Illinois Chapter celebrates Shannon Goold and all of this year’s honorees whose leadership,
compassion, and advocacy strengthen the social work profession and the communities they serve.

Shannon Goold is one of three statewide awardees recognized by the chapter this year. To learn more about
all 2026 award recipients, visit https://www.naswil.org/chapter-awards, or contact NASW-IL Executive
Director Joel Rubin at jrubin.naswil@socialworkers.org.

The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) is the largest membership organization of professional social workers in the
world. The NASW-Illinois Chapter is one of the association's largest chapters and advocates for over 20,000 social workers in Illinois
alone. NASW strives to advance social work careers, grow social work businesses, and protect the profession while seeking to also
enhance the well-being of individuals, families, and communities through advocacy.



